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1 . IN FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR, MODE SYSTEM APPROVED THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE POSITION FOR THE 
ARABIAN PENINSULA SUBJECT TO THE CAVEAT THAT LOCATION AND 
TIMING MUST BE AGREED UPON BETWEEN STATE AND AGRICULTURE 
AND WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT HOUSING AND SPACE PROBLEMS 
MADE IT UNLIKELY THAT JIDDA OR OTHER POST COULD ACCOMMODATE 
A FAS UNIT (ONE OFFICER AND ONE SECRETARY) ANYTIME SOON. 
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2. BASED ON STATE'S AGREEMENT, AGRICULTURE HAS NOW MOVED 
TO ESTABLISH THE POSITIONS FOR FY'78 AND IS SEEKING 

STATE APPROVAL TO LOCATE THE FAS UNIT IN ONE OF THE 
ADDRESSEE POSTS. AGRICULTURE HAS ALREADY TENTATIVELY 
IDENTIFIED SOMEONE TO FILL THE OFFICER POSITION AND IS 
ANXIOUS TO MOVE QUICKLY. 

3. POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO COMMENT ON HOUSING, OFFICE 
SPACE OR OTHER FACTORS WHICH RELATE TO ASSIGNMENT OF FAS 
UNIT, AND ON APPROPRIATE TIMING FOR SUCH A MOVE. 

4. FYI DEPARTMENT CONTINUES TO FAVOR DESIGNATING FAS 
UNIT TO COVER THE ARABIAN PENINSULA BUT BELIEVES AGRI- 
CULTURAL ATTACHE SHOULD BE RESIDENT IN WASHINGTON MAKING 
PERIODIC TRIPS TO THE PENINSULA. THIS WOULD PERMIT HIM 

TO MAINTAIN BETTER CONTACT WITH U.S. SUPPLIERS THUS MAKING 
HIS REPRESENTATIONS IN THE PENINSULA MORE EFFECTIVE. VANCE 
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